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the contents of this letter to him. In fact, this poor
Barbarian did come to see him, and asked him why
they were becoming visibly depopulated, and we, on
the contrary, lived so long. *‘‘It must [279i.e., 275]
be,”” said he, ‘‘that thou knowest some secret for
preserving thy people, and that thou hast an intimate
acquaintance with the Manitou.”” Monsieur the
Governor, having conversed with him for some time,
and having given him answers suitable to his under-
standing, sent him to us with some of his own people
as an escort, telling him that if they did what I
should teach them, they would learn the secret of
preserving their nation, and of diminishing the num-
ber of deaths. Sieur Olivier brought them to me,
and explained the object of their visit. Thereupon
I made them a little speech on the greatness of God,
on his power and goodness,—saying that it was he
who maintained us, that he wished to preserve all
the nations of the earth; and that, if they were will-
ing to believe in him and obey him, he would love
them as he loves us; that he forbade murder, theft,
and lewdness,—in short, that he hated all that is
bad, and loved all that is good. One of them began
to speak, and said in Algonquin all that I had said in
Montagnez. He even added some other points about
our belief which he had heard from those whom
we have instructed. ‘‘These people here,” said he
to his countrymen, in conclusion, ‘‘ have not two
ways of talking, they have but one single doctrine;
[280i.e., 276] they are consistent in what they teach
us. I am convinced that there is something in what
they say. They forbid us to kill; if the Europeans
who are with the Hiroquois taught them as these men
teach us, we should live in safety.”” In short, they



